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"Do not be deceived: Bad company ruins good morals." – I Corinthians 15:33 

A few years ago I started reading Love Does by Bob Goff, and it quickly climbed up my list of 
Favorite Books I’ve Ever Read. 

The nuggets. The a-ha moments. The truth. 

They find a way to repeat in your brain throughout the day and you can’t help but want to live out true 
and sincere, Godly love with each person who crosses your path. 

"I used to think life could be shared with anyone, but now I know choosing the right people is pretty 
important." – Love Does, Chapter 18 

When I first read the chapter quoted above, I was reminded of I Corinthians 15:33 and I was convicted.
As a teenager, I had always heard you should surround yourself with positive people; people who are a 
good influence on your life. The ones who challenge you to seek Jesus, to rest in Him when life gets 
too busy, to view yourself as beautiful as He sees you. For some reason, it wasn’t until I started reading
Chapter 18 of Love Does that it all clicked for me. 

Can I be straightforward with you? Please know that it comes from a place of sincerity. You see, you 
become like the people you spend the most time with, and to a degree, you end up going wherever 
they’re headed. You become connected together and are influenced more than you think. Yes, the bad 
people need friends, too, they just don’t need you. Jesus doesn’t give the devil any grace. He just 
speaks the truth to him and then tells him to go away. 
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Reflection: 

Read through Matthew 4. What are some ways Jesus responds to the devil's bad influence? 

Proverbs 13:20 says, "Whoever walks with the wise becomes wise, but the companion of fools will 
suffer harm." What does this verse confirm about who we spend our time with? 

Application: 

Take a few minutes to sit down and evaluate your current relationships and be honest with yourself. 
Who do you want to be surrounded by? Are you yourself a positive influence? 

Prayer: 

Dear Lord, Thank you for allowing yourself to go through temptations and surrounding yourself with 
bad influences to show me the Godly ways in which I can respond to similar situations in my own life. 
Please help me to be a person of great influence in my relationships and allow others to see you 
through me. In Jesus' name, Amen. 


