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but now calls Florida home. She loves nothing more than making Jesus known through her art. She 
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Christ. Connect with her at elleizahbeth.com and thryvemag.com or on Instagram: @elleizahbeth. 

“You shall have no other gods before me. You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of 
anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. You shall not bow 
down to them or worship them.” -Exodus 20:3–5 

“Any thing I put before my God, is an idol. Any thing I want with all my heart, is an idol. Any thing I 
can't stop thinking of, is an idol. Any thing that I give all my love, is an idol.” – Jimmy Needham 

An idol is anything that takes God’s place in our lives, that we want more than anything, that we can’t 
get off of our minds, or that we give all of ourselves to. It is setting our whole heart on anything or 
anyone that is not God. Have you ever truly thought about how many things or people you place before
God? 

The Bible tells us that our God is a jealous God, meaning that He loves us more than anything. He 
wants us all to Himself and reminds us of that repeatedly in His Word. A great example of this 
reminder is found in Judges chapter 6. Gideon and his people were in a rough place, under constant 
attack, and fearing for their lives. God showed up to Gideon with this big plan to use him to stand up 
and fight. However, before God could use him, Gideon had to first crush the idol that had been taking 
God’s place. He literally tore down the altar of Baal and used the wood to make a sacrifice for God on 
display for all the people to see. 

Your idol is certainly different from Gideon’s but, think about something in your life that is battling for
God’s place. Maybe it’s the excitement of getting 100 likes on your Instagram picture. Maybe it’s your 
obsession with that cute boy at school. Maybe it’s watching Netflix for hours at a time. Maybe it’s 
being busy with so many things that you don’t make time to spend with Jesus. Whatever it is for you, 
choose to crush it right now so that God can be at His rightful place in your life. He’s got huge things 
for you to do (just like Gideon) but you have got to get those idols out of the way first. 
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Reflection: 

Make a list of things that you have placed before God in your life. Once you identify them, they will be
easier to defeat. 

Read Gideon’s story in Judges chapter 6. How can you, like him, take steps to crush the idols in your 
life? Maybe it’s as simple as logging out of Instagram for 30 minutes while you spend time with Jesus 
or turning off the T.V. for one night a week so you can join that Bible study at church. 

How can you make time to spend with Jesus in your everyday? 

Application: 

As you go through your day, look for ways to invite the Lord to be that center spot in your life. Pray 
that He will help you with that decision you need to make. Thank Him for the sun shining so bright. 
Hum your favorite worship song while you’re doing chores. 

Prayer: 

Jesus, I am so sorry for anything that I have ever wanted more than You. Help me to identify all of 
those things in my life so that I can crush them. I was made to worship you with every part of my being
and I want to live that way. You deserve all of me and I want to give You that. I desire for You to be at 
the very center of it all. I love you! Amen. 


